TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Eighth Grade Curriculum

Trinity Christian School is committed to providing a safe and caring environment where
children receive a quality education from a biblical worldview, while developing thinking
and articulate students. We are devoted to fusing faith and learning in such a way that
each student is practically equipped to face their future and become a life-long learner.

At the core of academic excellence is the role of the classroom teacher. Trinity Christian School seeks
the most qualified teachers, who have a love for their students and a passion for teaching. All of our
teachers are state certified and are devoted followers of Christ, who teach truth from a biblical
perspective.

Mathematics: Holt Algebra

*Patterns to algebra eOperations in algebra eEquations eProportional reasoning and statistics eLinear functions
eInequalities and absolute value ¢Systems of equations and inequalities eExponents and exponential functions
ePolynomials and factoring eQuadratic functions eRational functions eRadicals, functions eCoordinate geometry

Mathematics: Holt 8th Grade Math

e Rational numbers ¢ Graphs and functions ¢ Exponents and roots ¢ Ratios, proportions, and similarity * Geometric
relationships * Coordinate geometry » Multi-step equations ¢ Data, prediction, and linear function ¢ Word/
application problems

Year In Course Option 1: Course Option 2:

School: Math Course Sequence Accelerated Math Course Sequence
6th Grade 6th Grade Math Accelerated 6th Grade Math
7th Grade 7th Grade Math Pre-Algebra
8th Grade 8th Grade Math Algebra 1

Bible: Wise Up

* Build a solid biblical worldview ¢ Help the student discern the various worldviews that drive much of what he or
she sees and hears in the secular culture ¢ Genesis (chapters 1-11) will be the focus of the in-depth study since it
is the foundation for the Christian worldview ¢ The origin of every doctrine of Christianity — Creation, Fall, Judg-
ment, and Redemption — is found in Genesis ¢ Learn the principles of inductive Bible study ¢ Practice principles of
Bible study that incorporate useful tools for observing, interpreting, and applying scripture

Science: BJU Press

*Embedded Inquiry * The World of Earth Science: why study earth science, a Christian approach, earth science in
action *Geology: God’s earth, geology, the earth’s structure, natural resources and management ¢ Earthquakes:
tectonic forces, faults and joints, earth waves and seismology, effects of earthquakes eVolcanoes: fire mountains,
classifying volcanoes, intrusive volcanism ¢ Oceans and Seas: ocean basins, seawater, ocean environments

* Physical and Chemical Properties ¢ Periodic Table ¢ Elements, Compounds and Mixtures

History: BJU Press, American Republic
American Republic traces American history from Reconstruction to present day with a focus on values and
government. Students also complete the lllinois Constitution test.

Computers
Students in grades K-8 learn about the working parts of computers, the internet and internet safety, research,
coding, and how to use Microsoft Office Suite; all in order to further the Gospel and share the love of Jesus with
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TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

EIGHTH GRADE CURRICULUM

English Language Arts (ELA)

Grammar: BJU Press

* Students focus on advanced grammar concepts regarding the parts of speech, such as identifying various types of pronouns and
conjugating verbs e Practice more detailed techniques of sentence construction and mechanics ® Review and practice the new
concepts introduced in 7th grade - the various types of clauses and phrases, infinitives, participles, and gerunds.

Spelling
¢ Study 20 new words each week and complete test on them ¢ Spell each word and use that word correctly in a sentence to show
understanding ¢ Each list consists of words using different prefixes, suffixes, as well as Greek and Latin roots

Writing: BJU Press

* Enhance writing techniques by practicing proper paragraph and essay construction, working through the four main types of writ-
ing and utilizing the writing process for each assignment ° Introduced to and practice proper MLA documentation ® Complete a
four-types-of-writing project ® Finish a literary analysis in collaboration with the reading portion of class ¢ Learn about aspects of
creative writing including poetry, song lyrics, and short stories ® End the year with a big research paper in collaboration with middle
school science class

Literature

* Review of reading strategies ¢ Go over the Active Reading Model and literary terminology ¢ Understand how literary elements and
techniques are used to convey meaning with the traditional story structure ¢ Character development and vocabulary using the
short story “Marigolds” ¢ Short story “Tales with a Twist” project and presentation ¢ Use the newspaper to form, explain, and sup-
port critical thinking and reading comprehension in non-fiction journalistic writing and advertising e Literary elements, techniques,
and themes are used to convey meaning through the autobiographical novels, The Hiding Place; The Diary of Anne Frank; Lord of
the Flies; and A Long Walk to Water ¢ Analyze the meaning of words and phrases in their context using all of the stories above
*Accelerated Reader ¢ Create interactive notebooks for all literary elements

Spanish

Fifth through eighth grades focus more on grammar. gender of nouns, possessive adjectives, definite articles, adjustive agree-
ment, regular -ar, -er, - ir verbs and irregular -ser, estar, tener verbs. Students also apply lessons previously learned, like telling
time, using numbers 1-1,000, and traveling.

Physical Education/Health

* Develop team-building skills by working with others through physical activity ® Understand principles of health promotion and the
prevention and treatment of illness and injury ¢ Students perform loco motor, non-loco motor and manipulative skills at a utiliza-
tion level, show fundamental components of healthy living, and use appropriate skills in team, group and individual activities

e Introduced to basic fundamental skills of various team sports and other health-enhancing activities * During all activities, recrea-
tional play verses competitive play, and good sportsmanship are continually fostered and encouraged.

- NP of Mean NCE
2024-2025 Eighth Grade Test Scores This means, a student whose NP is 72, scored higher than 72

lowa Assessment percent of the eighth grade students nationally who also took
the test. NP scores are useful for comparing local student
achievement to students' achievement at the national level.
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Please contact our Director of Education

if you have any questions.




